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Bhagat wins his fourth consecutive 
singles gold at the Worlds 

 भगत              ग त        एक      

  त  

 India‟s Pramod Bhagat claimed the 
men‟s SL3 gold with a 21-12, 21-18 win over 
Muhammad Al Imran of Indonesia at the BWF 
Para World Championships, here on 
Saturday. 

              भगत                   BWF      

                                     अ  

         21-12, 21-18                    SL3 

          

 The 37-year-old Bhagat won his fourth 
consecutive singles gold at the Worlds and his 
sixth overall World title in the category. 

 37      भगत                   ग त        

एक      औ                           त   

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GS Paper 1: History,  

TOPICS COVERED  15 February 2026 
 

Rein in: A pair of bailies runs through a slush 
field during the Jaya Vijaya Jodukare 
Kambala (bullock cart race) at 
Jeppinamogaru in Mangaluru, Karnataka 
on Saturday.  
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GS Paper 1: Society  

TOPICS COVERED  15 February 2026 

1. New Central fund to drive urban development 

        क   क  ग त      क    ए     क     क   

 

New Central fund to drive urban development 

        क   क  ग त      क    ए     क     क   

 Centre allocates ₹1 lakh crore assistance; government aid will cover 25% of project 
cost 

 क      ₹1     क    क      त       त क ;   क        त             गत क  25% क   

क  ग  

 Fund seeks to bring to fruition govt.‟s vision of resilient, inclusive, climate-responsive 
cities 

 क   क         क   क      ,         औ        -                क     क   क    क   

क       

 Cities with a population of 10 lakh or more as well as all State capitals will be covered 

 10             अ  क                  क       भ                 क      ग  

 The Union Cabinet on Friday approved the launch of the Urban Challenge Fund (UCF), a 
new Centrally sponsored scheme of the Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry with ₹1 
lakh crore Central assistance. 

                             अ              (UCF)                        ,         औ       

क               ई                       ,       ₹1     क                              

 In a statement, the government said the scheme aimed to support “transformative and 
bankable” urban projects through a competitive “challenge mode” as urban infrastructure 

could not be developed with public finance alone. 

 ए                                          “         ”            “    त  क    औ    क 

   ”                                            ,                                   

                            

 Central assistance will cover 25% of the project costs, subject to raising a minimum of 50% 
of the project cost from the market, including municipal bonds, bank loans, and public-
private partnerships, leading to an expected investment of ₹4 lakh crore in the urban sector 
over the next five years. 

                         गत क  25%          ,                    गत क     त  50% 
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                  ए,                   ,     ऋ  औ          -                      ,       

                             ₹4     क                         

 The fund will cover cities with a population of 10 lakh or more (based on 2025 estimates); 
all capitals of States and Union Territories; and major industrial cities with a population 
of 1 lakh or more. 

        10        अ  क       (2025 क  अ      क         )           ;  भ        औ  क   

    त        क            ;     1        अ  क                 औ   गक              

       

Focus on local bodies 

         क          क  

 Additionally, all urban local bodies in hilly States and northeastern States and smaller 
urban local bodies with a population below 1 lakh will be eligible for support under the Credit 
Repayment Guarantee Scheme. 

            ,             औ     -                                       1        क  

                                               ग                                        

 The Fund marks a paradigm shift in India‟s urban development approach from grant-based 
financing to market-linked, reform-driven, and outcome-oriented infrastructure creation, 

the statement said. 

                                                        अ     -     त                 -

     त,      -    त औ        -                        ओ                             

 It will leverage market finance, private participation, and citizen-centric reforms for the 
delivery of high-quality urban infrastructure. 

      -ग                अ                       ए          ,      भ ग      औ    ग  क-

क   त                         

 It aims to build resilient, productive, inclusive, and climate-responsive cities, positioning 
them as a key driver of the country‟s next phase of economic growth, the statement added. 

               ,     क,         औ        -                                 ,         

                       क   क                        

 The fund will be operational from the financial year 2025-26 to 2030-31, with an extendable 
implementation period up to 2033-34. 

                2025-26    2030-31                , औ                   2033-34    

                

Cities as growth hubs 

   क   क   क            

 It gives effect to the government‟s vision, announced in the Union Budget for 2025-26, to 
implement proposals relating to “cities as growth hubs”, “creative redevelopment of 
cities”, and “water and sanitation”. 

    2025-26 क  क                                                 ,       “  क   क   क     

      ”, “      क       क       क  ”, औ  “   औ    त ”                           

 Projects will be selected through a transparent and competitive challenge mode, ensuring 
support for high-impact and reform-oriented proposals. 

         ओ                औ    त                                ए  ,         - भ   

औ       -                                   

 There will be a strong thrust on reforms across urban governance, market and financial 
systems, operational efficiency, and urban planning, the statement said. 

                             ,       औ                ,           त , औ       

                                      ए    

 Private sector participation will be encouraged through structured risk-sharing frameworks 
and benchmarking of service delivery standards. 

      त      -    क          औ         त      क   क        क ग                        

                           ए    
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 A dedicated ₹5,000 crore corpus will enhance the creditworthiness of 4,223 cities, including 
Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities, particularly for first-time access to market finance. 

 ए         ₹5,000 क    क  क   4,223      ,            2 औ       3             ,    ऋ -

         ए  ,                                तक           ए  

 Under the Credit Repayment Guarantee Scheme, the Centre will provide a guarantee of up 
to ₹7 crore or 70% of the loan amount (whichever is lower) for first-time loans. 

               ग                  ,              क            ए ₹7 क               क  70% 

(   भ  क    )                    

 Upon successful repayment of the first loan, a Central guarantee of ₹7 crore or 50% of the 
loan amount (whichever is lower) will be provided. 

             फ                ₹7 क               क  50% (   भ  क    )                 

          ए    

 This will effectively support projects of ₹20 crore for the first time and ₹28 crore for 
subsequent projects in smaller cities. 

                             ₹20 क       औ   ग               क    ए ₹28 क       

        ओ                         

 In principle, all cities will be covered under UCF. 

               ,  भ      UCF                 ए   ए     

GS Paper 1: Geography 

TOPICS COVERED  15 February 2026 

1. Indus basin water flows rose while Ganga declined: study 

                               क ग ग      ग    : अ    
 

 

Indus basin water flows rose while Ganga declined: study 

                               क ग ग      ग    : अ    

 Indus basin water flows rose while Ganga declined: study 

                                               :      

 The Indian subcontinent‟s two great northern river systems — the Indus and the Ganga — 
are moving in opposite hydrological directions, with important implications for water security 
across South Asia, according to a study published in the peer-reviewed Earth‟s Future, a 
publication of the American Geophysical Union. 
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                                              —       औ  ग ग  —          -            ओ  

                ,            ए                                      ,     अ    क  

        क                 ,      -       अ                   ए                  

    

 Researchers from the Indian Institute of Technology, Gandhinagar analysed changes in 

stream flow — or how the quantity of water in rivers, lakes, and groundwater varied — 
between 1980 and 2021 using a high-resolution, physics-based hydrological model that links 
rainfall, groundwater, river flow, and irrigation pumping. 

 भ  त        गक       , ग     ग            ओ     1980 औ  2021                         

—            ,       औ                                 —           ए    -        , 

      -                                        ,        ,     ,          औ       ई        

             

 Their findings show that while overall flows in the Indus basin have increased modestly, the 
Ganga basin has experienced a sharp and sustained decline. 

                                                                     ई   ,      ग ग               औ  

                      ई     

 According to the study, annual streamflow in the Indus basin rose by about 8% over the past 

four decades. 

               ,                                                       8%         

 In contrast, the Ganga basin saw a 17% reduction in flow over the same period. 

            , ग ग                                     17%         ई     

Stark differences 

    अ त  

 In the Indus system, rising precipitation — particularly linked to western disturbances and 
variable monsoon contributions — appears to be the main driver of increased river flow. 

               ,           —                       भ औ                                  — 

                                           

 The study finds that the strongest increases are seen in the main Indus river and its western 
tributaries, the Jhelum and the Chenab. 

                                                  औ                         ,      औ  

     ,          ई     

 However, the increase is not uniform: two eastern tributaries, the Ravi and Sutlej, have 

experienced significant declines despite the basin-wide upward trend. 

        ,                     :                     ,      औ   त   ,      -                   

                                   

 In the Ganga basin, the picture is starkly different. 

 ग ग                              

 Rainfall has declined by roughly 10%, while temperatures and atmospheric water demand 

have increased. 

              10%         ई   ,             औ                             

 But the dominant factor behind falling river flows, the researchers concluded, is intensive 
groundwater pumping for irrigation. 

              ओ                                                               ई      ए     

भ         ग     

 The research findings intersect with the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty (IWT), which allocates the 
eastern rivers — Ravi, Beas and Sutlej — to India, and the western rivers — Indus, Jhelum 
and Chenab — primarily to Pakistan. 

           1960 क                (IWT)            ,                —     ,     औ   त    — 

   भ  त    औ               —      ,      औ        —                 क              

         

 Vimal Mishra, an IIT-G professor and one of the co-authors of the study, told The Hindu that 

these trends showed that climate change and human use of water “necessitated” a relook at 
water-sharing arrangements under the IWT. 
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          ,  ई ई  -        फ    औ            -             ए ,                           

                                 औ                        IWT          -           

    ओ                  “    ”              

 “Agriculture in Pakistan is largely dependent on water from the main stem of the Indus and 
the increased precipitation means that it is not as affected as in eastern Punjab in India 
where groundwater is declining,” he told The Hindu. 

                        , “   क              फ                                                

         औ       ई                                                 भ  त                 ,      

               ” 

 Groundwater normally feeds rivers gradually through underground discharge, especially 
during dry months. 

                                           -                           ,                           

       

 The study estimates that in parts of the Ganga Basin, groundwater contributes 50% to 70% 

of annual river flow. 

                      ग ग                                                50%    70%        

         

 When farmers pump heavily — particularly during weak monsoon years — less groundwater 
reaches rivers. 

                                      —                                   —                   

              

 In some stretches of the Yamuna and upper Ganga, the natural direction of flow between 

aquifers and rivers has even reversed, with rivers losing water to depleted groundwater 
systems. 

       औ       ग ग                 , ए  फ  औ                                            

 ई   ,             depleted                                  

 The authors estimate that 60% to 80% of the stream flow decline in major Ganga sub-basins 

can be traced to groundwater extraction, including pumping triggered by rainfall deficits during 
drought years. 

                                    -                       ई           60%    80%           

               ,                                                                  

GS Paper II: Governance, 

 

TOPICS COVERED   15 February 2026 

1. What has the government done? laid down on AI labelling? 

 ए ई       ग      क                त  क     ? 
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What has the government 
done? laid down on AI 

labelling? 

 ए ई       ग      क      

          त  क     ? 

 What do the new rules 
specify with respect to AI-
generated imagery and social 
media takedowns? 

 ए ई-            औ       

                            ए      

                 ? 

 The Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology 
(MeitY) earlier this week notified 
an amendment to the IT Rules, 
2021, that would require users and 
social media platforms to label AI-
generated content, and tighten the 
takedown timelines for all content 
— not just AI-generated posts — 
from 24-36 hours to two to three 
hours. 

           औ                 

       (MeitY)               

          ई       , 2021    ए  

                    ,           

         ओ  औ              

   फ       ए ई-              

              , औ            — 

     ए ई-                 —    

  ए                    24-36      

                                   

 The rules come into effect 
on February 20. 

         20                      

 What about AI-generated 
content? 

 ए ई-   त       क            ? 

 The Information 
Technology (Intermediary 
Guidelines and Digital Media 
Ethics Code) Amendment Rules, 

2026 require social media platforms to “prominently” label “synthetically 

generated” content, or AI-generated images and videos. 

                (              औ                           )            , 2026      

          फ       “                  ”      ,    ए ई-            औ            “          ” 

                             

 The requirement was first proposed in October last year, and was notified this week. 

                              अ                   ई   , औ                       ई  

 Social media platforms with more than five million users are required to obtain a “user 

declaration [for AI-generated content] and [conduct] technical verification before publishing 
[AI-generated content]”. 

                अ  क     गकत                         फ       “ए ई-                ए 
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                         औ  [ए ई-                              ]                  ” 

                

 MeitY said in an explanatory document that this requirement was introduced to counter 
“deepfakes, misinformation, and other unlawful content capable of misleading users, 

causing users harm, violating privacy, or threatening national integrity,” and that it was 
important that users be aware whether what they are viewing is inauthentic. 

 MeitY    ए                                    “     क, ग त       औ  अ  अ    

     ”                      ए   ई  ई   ,             ओ                      ,            

             ,                          ,                                       , औ     

                                                                       

 The October draft definition of “Synthetically Generated Information (SGI)” was wider, 

encompassing any audiovisual content that was AI-modified or generated. 

                   “       क                    (SGI)”                        ,         ई 

   ए ई-           ए ई-                                 

 The final rules carve out some exemptions: for instance, smartphone-clicked photos that are 
retouched automatically by the camera app will not be considered SGI, and special effects in 
films will not be considered something that needs to be labelled. 

                             ई   :             ए,     फ          ई                             

                             , SGI             ए   , औ   फ                                    

                  

 The rules also prohibit certain types of SGI: child sexual exploitation and abuse material, 
forged documents, information on developing explosives, and deepfakes falsely 
representing a real person. 

                  SGI                      :              औ                ,      

      ,      क       क     क   , औ   क        क     क         त      क         

     क  

How can AI-generated content be detected? 

 ए ई-   त       क   त  क     ग        कत    ? 

 The government has asked large platforms to “deploy reasonable and appropriate technical 
measures to prevent unlawful SGI, and to ensure labelling/provenance/identifier requirements 
for permissible SGI”. 

                 फ       “     SGI               ए      औ                          , औ  

       SGI      ए        /       /            ओ                 ”            

 A senior official at the IT Ministry argued that large platforms have sophisticated tools to 
detect SGI, and that this requirement merely requires them to perform detection that they are 
already doing. 

  ई             ए                                     फ           SGI                   ए 

            , औ                                                                       

        

 Additionally, some AI firms and platforms have participated in the Coalition for Content 
Provenance and Authenticity (C2PA), which offers technical standards to invisibly label AI-

generated content in a way that can be read by other platforms, in case AI-based detection 
fails. 

            ,     ए ई          औ     फ       क ए         क             ए             

(C2PA)               ,    ए ई-                                                      

       ,          ए ई-               फ       ए          फ                

 The rules allude to this effort by requiring “provenance/identifier requirements,” but the official 
said they don‟t want to endorse any single effort, but would like to formalise the aims of such 
collaborations. 

      “       /            ओ ”                                     ,                  

               ए                               ,                              औ          
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How have time limits changed? 

    -    ए  क           ? 

 The IT Rules enable some government authorities and police officials to issue takedown 
notices under Rule 3(1)(b), and users to send in grievances for “illegal” categories of content 

enumerated in the IT Rules. 

  ई                             औ                           3(1)(b)                      

                         , औ           ओ      ई                    “    ”                    ए 

                                 

 Those categories include misinformation, nudity, and threats to sovereignty. 

               ग त      ,   त , औ     भ त  क    ए  त             

 For both government- and court-issued takedown notices, the timelines have been reduced to 
2-3 hours, while for all other categories of user complaints (like defamation and 
misinformation), the response timelines have been reduced from two weeks to one week. 

       औ                                           ए               2-3             ई   , 

                                     (             औ           )      ए                

           क  एक                      

 The timelines for responding to user reports (under Rule 3(2)(b)) on “sensitive” content has 
also been slashed from 72 hours to 36 hours. 

 “         ”                           (     3(2)(b)       )                            72 

           क  36             ई     

 The government reasoned that the previous limits allowed a lot of damage to be done even 
within those timelines, necessitating a revisit of the time platforms have to act.  

                                   ओ          फ                   ,          फ            

      ई      ए                                    

What other changes have been made? 

 औ            कए गए   ? 

 Users will now have to receive a reminder of platforms‟ terms and conditions more often. 

             ओ        फ           औ                                       ए    

 “The amendments include revisions to Rule 3(1)(c) of the Intermediary Rules, increasing the 
frequency of user notifications from once every year to at least once every 3 (three) months, 

and expanding the content of such notifications to clarify potential consequences of non-
compliance and reporting obligations,” JSA Advocates and Solicitors said in an analysis. 

 “                               3(1)(c)                  ,                      ओ           

       ए                           3 (त  )          ए             ई   , औ           ओ     

                                                                   औ                         

           ,”   ए ए ए   क     ए                ए                 

 The rules also require platforms to specifically warn users that harmful deepfakes and other 
illegal AI-generated content could expose them to legal action, including the disclosure of 
their identity to law enforcement agencies and “immediate disabling of access or removal 
of such content, suspension or termination of user accounts”, JSA said in its analysis. 

         फ                                          ओ                               

            फ   औ          ए ई-                            ई                       , 

                  ए                                औ  “त               क           

      क       ,     गकत     त   क                 ”         ,   ए ए                   

     

 
 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED     15 February 2026 

1. How is the U.S.-India trade deal being tweaked? 
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 अ    क -भ  त           त     क           कए          ? 

2. What‟s in store for garment exporters to the U.S.? 

 अ    क  क              तक   क    ए  ग       ? 

3. Crisis manager 

               

 

How is the U.S.-India trade deal being tweaked? 

 अ    क -भ  त           त     क           कए          ? 

 How is the U.S.-India trade deal being tweaked? 

        -                                  ए          ? 

 What are the areas that have come under scrutiny? 

                  -       ई   ? 

 Has India stopped buying Russian oil as Donald Trump has claimed? 

                                                  Donald Trump                ? 
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 What is happening in the agricultural sector? 

                         ? 

 Has the reference to pulses been removed from the draft? 

                                          ? 

 When is the formal agreement expected to be signed? 

 औ                                         ? 

 The Interim Agreement between India and the U.S. on trade has buoyed investor sentiment 

in India, especially because of the prospect of tariffs on Indian exports to the U.S. reducing to 
18%. 

      औ                                                                                     , 

          ए                                            18%                     

 However, since the deal was announced through a joint statement on February 7, the 

contours of what it could include have been the source of much ambiguity. 

        ,                 7                                                 ,         

                            फ             ई     

 This is especially true in four broad areas: oil, agriculture, textiles, and the value of overall 
imports from the U.S. 

                                        : त  , क   ,   , औ                              

What does the joint statement say? 

               क त    ? 

 The joint statement said that the U.S. has agreed to apply a reciprocal tariff of 18% on imports 
from India. 

                                                     18%                               

   ई     

 This would entail a reduction from the existing 25%. 

             25%                

 The statement itself did not mention the additional 25% penal tariff the U.S. had levied on 

India for its imports of Russian oil. 

                       25%                                                        

                               

 However, U.S. President Donald Trump took to social media saying that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had agreed to stop importing Russian oil. 

        ,                 Donald Trump                                   Narendra Modi    

                                     ई     

 Further, on February 6, Mr. Trump issued an executive order removing the 25% penal tariff 

saying that “India has committed to stop directly or indirectly importing Russian Federation 
oil”. 

           , 6                     25%                                            ,    

      ए    “                                                                     ई    ” 

 Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal has said that he expects the executive order reducing the 
remaining 25% reciprocal tariffs to 18% to be issued this week. 

            Piyush Goyal                                 25%                18%      

                                      

 In return for this reduction in reciprocal tariffs, the joint statement said India has agreed to 
remove tariffs on U.S. exports of “all U.S. industrial goods and a wide range of U.S. food and 
agricultural products”. 

                                ,                                  “            औ      

   ओ  औ                                        ”                          ई     

 This includes Dried Distillers‟ Grains (DDGs), red sorghum for animal feed, tree nuts, 
fresh and processed fruit, soybean oil, wine and spirits, and “additional products”. 

                        (DDGs),               ए        ,     , त    औ       त   , 

        त  ,      औ         , औ  “       ”           
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 Further, the joint statement said that India “intends to” buy $500 billion worth of U.S. energy 

products, aircraft and aircraft parts, precious metals, technology products, and coking coal 
over the next five years. 

           ,                                                                   ,       औ  

          ,           ओ ,                 औ                  $500 billion                

“              ” 

What is the confusion over oil imports? 

 त      त क    क          ? 

 The confusion arises from the fact that the Indian government has refused to categorically 
deny the repeated statements by Mr. Trump and senior officials of his administration that 
India has agreed to stop buying oil from Russia. 

                                                      औ                                   

   -      ए  ए                                          

 A factsheet on the India-U.S. deal issued by the White House also says the same. 

                         -                  फ                            

 While an analysis of government data up to December 2025 shows that India‟s imports of 
Russian oil had fallen to a 38-month low that month, the government has not made clear its 

position on Russian oil imports since then. 

                2025                                                                      

         38       क                      ,                                         

                         

 When asked about the issue, both Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and Petroleum Minister 
Hardeep Puri have directed all questions to the Ministry of External Affairs. 

                                      Piyush Goyal औ                 Hardeep Puri          

                              ओ            

 In repeated press conferences, officials of the Ministry of External Affairs have not answered 
direct “yes or no” questions on whether India has committed to reducing its Russian oil 
imports. 

    -                                                                “           ”                      

                                                    ई     

 In a public statement, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri said earlier this week that India‟s 

energy sourcing is guided by pricing, availability, and risks but did not directly address the 
Russian issue. 

 ए                  ,            Vikram Misri                                            

        ,        औ                            ,                                            

      

How will agriculture be affected? 

 क    क     भ   त   ग ? 

 The agriculture sector is another area that has created a lot of controversy. 

          ए  औ                     फ                      

 Opposition parties have taken the wording of the joint statement to attack the government for 
hurting the interests of India‟s farmers. 

                                                                                                 

               

 Mr. Goyal made assurances that Indian farmers had no reason to worry and that all sensitive 
agricultural items and dairy would be kept out of the deal. 

                                                            ई              औ                

        ओ  औ                                ए    

 Mr. Goyal told The Hindu that this would include “pulses in which we are self-sufficient in 
India, like green peas, kabuli chana, moong”. 
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                                                                            ,             , क      

   ,    ग  

 In the original version of the White House fact sheet, the list included pulses, but that 

reference has since been removed. 

              फ                                            ,                              

          

 On Friday, Mr. Goyal and Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan released separate 
video messages assuring farmers. 

                   औ            Shivraj Singh Chouhan                           ए    -

                        ए  

What about India‟s purchase of U.S. goods? 

 अ    क        क  भ  त क       क    ? 

 Mr. Trump said Prime Minister Modi had committed to “buy American”. 

                                    “अ    क        ”               ई     

 The joint statement clarified that this was an intention, not a commitment. 

                                 ए          ,               

 Mr. Goyal said importing $500 billion from the U.S. would not overly concentrate India‟s 

supply chains. 

                              $500 billion                              ओ                 

            

Why is there ambiguity over textile exports? 

         त क    क  अ  त        ? 

 Once reciprocal tariffs fall to 18%, tariffs on India‟s textile exports will also fall to 18%. 

             18%                                         18%      ए    

 The sector welcomed this, but a U.S.-Bangladesh deal with 19% tariffs and 0% duties using 

U.S. cotton raised concerns. 

                         ,              -                   19%     औ               

         0%                       

 Mr. Goyal later said Indian textile exporters would receive the same benefits as Bangladeshi 
exporters. 

                                                                                            

 The formal agreement is expected to be signed in mid-March. 

 औ                      क                               
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What‟s in store for garment exporters to the U.S.? 

 अ    क  क              तक   क    ए  ग       ? 

 What‟s in store for garment exporters to the U.S.? 

                                  ए          ? 

 What has the U.S. promised Bangladesh with respect to textiles? 

                                                        ? 

 What are the conditions laid down by the U.S. to give Bangladeshi exporters unprecedented 
access to American markets? 

                                                                   ए               -             ? 

 What is the assurance that Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal gave Indian textile 

exporters? 

                  Piyush Goyal                                           ? 

 In the U.S.-Bangladesh Agreement on Reciprocal Trade, signed on February 9, the 
United States has committed to “establish a mechanism that will allow for certain textile and 
apparel goods from Bangladesh to receive a zero reciprocal tariff rate”. 

 9                  अ    क -               क           त               अ    क     

“ए                    ”               ई                                   औ                

             क                                

 A statement from the White House said this mechanism will provide for a to-be-specified 

volume of apparel and textile imports from Bangladesh to enter the U.S. at this reduced tariff 
rate. 
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              ए                                               औ             ए         

                                                                     

 But the volume shall be determined based on the use of U.S. produced cotton and MMF 
(man-made fibre) textile inputs. 

               अ    क          त क    औ  ए ए ए  (          त      )             

                         ए    

 Following concerns in the Indian textile and garment industry, which is the largest 
employment generator after agriculture, Indian Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush 
Goyal said that India is to have the same facility as Bangladesh, and that Indian garment and 

textile exporters will also benefit. 

                                                 औ                      ओ        ,        

      औ            Piyush Goyal                                                     औ  

                                             

What does data of the countries indicate? 

       क    क        क त   त    ? 

 Of the total imports of $16.1 billion of textile inputs by Bangladesh in 2024, $3.1 billion went 

from India. 

 2024                    ए  ए $16.1 billion                            $3.1 billion         

     

 Bangladesh imports approximately 85 lakh bales of cotton annually, mainly from Brazil, 
India, and African countries, for its nearly 500 spinning mills. 

                    500      ग            ए             85     ग    क                , 

               , भ  त औ  अ  क            

 India exported 12–14 lakh bales of cotton to Bangladesh in 2024–25, of its total production 
of about 300 lakh bales. 

         2024–25              300     ग                       12–14     ग    क    

                         

 It also shipped $1.47 billion worth of cotton yarn (570 million kg) to Bangladesh, which was 
the biggest destination for Indian yarn, in 2024–25. 

         2024–25    $1.47 billion        क         (570         क     )                 , 

                                    

 Bangladesh buys more yarn and fabric from other countries than the basic raw material — 
fibre, according to a report by the Global Trade Research Initiative (GTRI). 

                      ए    (GTRI)    ए                  ,                           — 

फ     —                                   औ                  

 Bangladesh exported $50.9 billion in garments globally in 2024, and of it, $7.4 billion went to 

the U.S. 

             2024                $50.9 billion                    ए,          $7.4 billion 

            ए  

 Of the annual garment exports of $16 billion from India, almost one-third goes to the U.S. 

         $16 billion                                    एक- त  ई                     

 At present, international cotton prices (landed cost) have a 2% to 8% price difference, 

depending on the country of origin and the buying country. 

          ,                        (         )            औ                             2%    

8%             

Will trade dynamics tilt towards Bangladesh? 

          क                क       क ग ? 

 Indian textile and garment exporters feel things will not change immediately or much because 
of the U.S.-Bangladesh deal. 

           औ                                        -                                     
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 A GTRI report notes that over 63%, or $32.3 billion, of Bangladesh‟s garment exports went to 
the European Union, duty-free. 

 GTRI                    ,                              63%    अ  क,      $32.3 billion,    -

                              

 Since the EU is Bangladesh‟s main market, its garment supply chains are built to serve 
European buyers. 

                                           ,     ए                          ए                      

               ई  ई     

 Bangladesh‟s garment industry depends heavily on imported textile inputs, especially yarn 
and fabric, for making garments. 

                                 ,            औ  क   ,              फ            

 To qualify for zero tariffs of the U.S., Bangladesh should replace long-established suppliers 

and invest heavily in new spinning and fabric-processing capacity. 

                         ए                                                           ओ     

           औ   ई          फ    -                                       

 According to the Cotton Textiles Export Promotion Council, Bangladesh‟s textile industry 
should change its product mix and realign its raw material supply chains. 

 क            ए            क                ,                                  

                   औ                          ओ                             

 Its textile mills are already in a crisis, say Indian yarn exporters. 

                                ,                           क         

What is the extent of India-U.S. cotton trade? 

 भ  त-अ    क  क          क             ? 

 India imports close to five lakh bales of U.S. cotton annually. 

                                      ग    क                  

 Of this, 2.5 lakh bales are of extra long staple (ELS) cotton and 2.5 lakh bales are non-
ELS cotton. 

         2.5     ग    ए       ग      (ELS)      औ  2.5     ग       -ELS              

    

 India is one of the leading users of American PIMA cotton, which is a premium ELS variety. 

      अ    क  PIMA क                        ,    ए         ELS         

 Several Indian textile mills are already nominated by American brands to supply yarn made of 
American cotton for garments. 

  ई                                                                                           ए 

                   

 India currently levies 11% import duty on cotton, except for ELS cotton. 

                ELS क                     11%    त               

 Indian garment exporters will get similar access to the U.S. market as Bangladesh exporters, 
Mr. Goyal has said. 

                                                                                                 

             

What are the concerns? 

    त ए       ? 

 While Indian goods will attract 18% reciprocal tariff in the U.S., goods from Bangladesh will 
attract 19%, down from 20%. 

                ओ                18%       क          ,                     ओ        20% 

        19%       

 Thus, the U.S. tariff difference between India and Bangladesh has halved. 

        ,      औ                                                  

 Bangladesh is already among the leading exporters of textiles and apparel to the U.S., 
alongside China, Vietnam, and India. 
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                        ,    त    औ  भ  त                      औ                          

                        

 Both India and Bangladesh make predominantly cotton-based apparel. 

      औ                           क         त                  

 Shafiqul Alam, information adviser to Chief Adviser Mohammed Yunus, said Bangladesh will 
replace Indian cotton with U.S.-produced cotton. 

             Mohammed Yunus                  Shafiqul Alam                    

                   अ    क          त क                    

 The immediate impact is likely to be on Indian cotton and yarn exporters. 

                   भ  त   क    औ            तक                          

 Indian exporters still have unanswered questions on import duty waivers and duty-free 
quantities of U.S. cotton. 

                                              औ                     -                 

 ई                  

Will there be benefits for garment exporters buying American cotton? 

    अ    क  क                            तक   क    भ   ग ? 

 There is every possibility of U.S. cotton prices firming up when demand increases. 

              अ    क  क    क  क  त   क      त                          

 If cotton is available cheaper from other countries, will U.S. customers find garments made 
from U.S. cotton cost competitive? 

                                 ,                                                    

                          ए   ? 

 There is also no clarity on how the U.S. will determine the quantity of U.S. cotton in a garment 
or textile product. 

                ई                                                                        

               

 Both India and Bangladesh garment exporters will get relief only from the reciprocal tariff if 

they use U.S. cotton, not from the basic duty. 

      औ                                                                              क 

                  ,                  

 While waiving of tariffs by the U.S. for products made from U.S. cotton or MMF will certainly 
benefit Indian garment exporters, they hope the Indian government will evolve a system 
addressing all practical implications. 

                         ए ए एफ                                     फ                   

                                 ,                                                    ओ     

             ए ए                            
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Crisis manager 

               

 The Commerce Minister finds himself on the frontline when the government is busy defending 
the U.S. trade deal which critics say is one-sided 

                                                 अ    क  क            त                  

     ,            एकत               

 On a moderately hot afternoon at Delhi‟s Vanijya Bhawan in 2025, journalists were eager to 
ask questions to the Commerce Minister about the fallout from the U.S.‟s unilateral 
imposition of 50% tariffs on India 

 2025         क        भ      ए                        ,       भ  त    अ    क       

50%       एकत     ग ए                                                         

 Piyush Goyal is no stranger to such questions 

       ग                                
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 Reading the room with care, Mr. Goyal underlined that any trade deal India might secure 
would be anchored in principles of “mutually beneficial, reciprocal and equitable” 

                          ए,                                                              

“      क         भक   ,     त  औ       गत”                         

 But with the U.S. tariffs, the mood was different in the country 

       अ    क              ,                     

 For the government, the move coincided with the Monsoon Session of Parliament, with the 
Opposition pressing for an immediate statement in a session already marred by repeated 

disruptions 

            ए,             क                      ,                    -               

                                              

 Greeted with loud protests within hours of the tariffs announcement, Mr. Goyal assured the 
House that the government was examining the situation, and would safeguard national 
interests, before leaving amid continued uproar 

       क                                           ,                                     

                       औ           त               ,                                          ए 

 This was not the first time Mr. Goyal was caught in a storm 

                                             फ        

 In 2018, during his tenure as the Railway Minister, Mr. Goyal faced protests from candidates 
who had concluded their apprenticeship training over the removal of their 20% quota 

 2018   ,                                        ,                                           

                 20% क       ए                                            

 His convoy was targeted during demonstrations in Uttar Pradesh 

                                      फ                       

 Protests later subsided after he appealed to the protesters to apply for the ongoing 
recruitment drive, whose deadline was nearing 

                                                                                          

  ,       अ  त   त            

 Son of Vedprakash Goyal, a senior BJP leader and former Minister for shipping and 
waterways, and Chandrakanta Goyal, Piyush, a chartered accountant by profession, 

commands significant confidence within the party 

     क   ग   , ए       भ       त  औ                           ,        क  त  ग          ,      

          अक                                                

Multiple portfolios 

 कई        

 Since 2017, Mr. Goyal has handled a range of portfolios, including Finance, Corporate 
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, and Coal 

 2017   ,               , क              ,     औ         क   त   त   क           ई 

                 

 Beyond his administrative roles, he has been one of the ruling party‟s principal political 
negotiators 

               ओ        ,                           तक   त  क           ए         

 Perhaps, his long tenure in the party and the government, along with his commerce 
background, was among the factors that prompted the BJP to appoint Mr. Goyal Finance 
Minister in January 2019, days ahead of the interim Budget 

           औ                                                     भ        अ त           

                   2019                                        ए            

 The decision followed then Finance Minister Arun Jaitley travelling to the U.S. for medical 

treatment 

                          अ                      ए अ    क                       

 “The orders issued by Prime Minister Modi made it clear that Piyush Goyal would work 
under the guidance of Arun Jaitley and all important files would be disposed of and decisions 
taken only after consulting Arun Jaitley,” former Finance Secretary Subhash Chandra Garg 
wrote in his book, We Also Make Policy 
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                 भ       गग                        क               , “                   

                                      अ                                  औ              

फ                                        ई   ए   ” 

 Conventionally, no grand announcements are made during interim Budgets in an election 

year 

               ,               अ त                   ई                 ए      

 Breaking the convention, Mr. Goyal announced income support for farmers with the 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN), and an exemption on paying I-T tax for 
incomes up to ₹5 lakh 

               ए,                      क              (  ए - क   )         क      क    ए 

       त  औ  ₹5                   क                  

 Since the announcement of the U.S. trade deal, the government‟s crisis manager has the 
task of addressing farmers‟ concerns over the opening up of agriculture to the U.S. 

 अ    क  क            त                    ,            क      क          क           

             ए                               ओ                             

 For the second time this decade, he has been entrusted with reassuring farmers that their 
interests have been adequately protected 

                    ,                                               ई                     

              ई    

 For context, Mr. Goyal was also part of the delegation that negotiated with protesting farmers 
seeking the repeal of the farm laws in 2020-21 

       ,         2020-21    क    क                                                        

                                           

 (In November 2021, Prime Minister Modi announced that he would repeal the farm laws.) 

 (      2021   ,                                                          ) 

 This time, the trade deal is being slammed by its critics as one-sided 

       ,                       एकत                             

 U.S. President Trump has said India would end buying oil from Russia, start “buying 
American” and open up sectors 

 अ    क        त                                                  , “अ    क             ग ” 

औ                  

 Mr. Goyal finds himself on the frontline as the government seeks to defend the deal and calm 
nerves 

                                औ     त ए     त                                            

                

 “Not a single farmer has anything to worry about” in the trade deal, Mr. Goyal told The 
Hindu in a recent interview 

                                            , “          त      क   भ   क    क     त  क    

क     त        ” 

 But he also added he can‟t comment on Mr. Trump‟s remark that India would stop purchasing 
Russian oil 

                                                                                   त   

                 

 “I don‟t deal with that subject. It is not part of my joint statement or the trade deal,” he 

said in the interview 

                      , “                       त                                   त  क  

            ” 
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GS Paper III:  

TOPICS COVERED     15 February 2026 

1. Can a hospital gas help fight drug-resistant pneumonia? 

    अ त                       ग      -  त                             क   कत  

  ? 

2. Haematocytes use sleep to help maintain brain health 

                          ए              क      ग क त     

3. Seabird poop helped Chincha Kingdom expand in desert 

              क            ग                   क               क  

4. There are two ways to build skills using AI tools 

 AI     क      ग क क  क      क  त क    क     त  क     

5. Toddler trade-off 

           -   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can a hospital gas help fight drug-resistant pneumonia? 

    अ त                       ग      -  त                             क  

 कत    ? 
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 Researchers report that high-dose inhaled nitric oxide reduced the levels of drug-resistant 
bacteria in a large-animal ICU model and proved safe in early human testing; questions 

remain, however, about the method‟s benefits and feasibility 

        ओ                                     ए     ई       क                         

 ई                -  त                               औ                              

       ई;        ,                औ                              ए    

 Drug-resistant pneumonia remains a serious complication in intensive care units, where 
treatment options are limited 

    -  त              ग      क    क         ए                        ,               

              

 Pseudomonas aeruginosa in particular causes about one in five hospital pneumonias and 

often resists multiple drugs 

                       ए                                         ए                        

   औ       ई    ओ                          

 A research team at the Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, affiliated with Harvard 
Medical School, has reported that a gas already used in neonatal care may have a role in 

addressing such infections 

            क                                     ,         ए                         

    त    भ                           ए                                                   

 In a study published in Science Translational Medicine, researchers found that a high dose 
of inhaled nitric oxide reduced drug-resistant Pseudomonas in a large-animal ICU model 

                                    ए                 ओ                        ए     ई 

                                             ई                -                        

     

 The human body naturally produces nitric oxide; doctors also use it at low doses, typically 
20–80 ppm, to widen blood vessels in the lungs of patients with acute respiratory failure 

                               क               ;                   20–80     ए     

            त           त                 फ फ                ए  फ           ए               

   

 Lorenzo Berra, associate professor of anaesthesia at Harvard Medical School and a senior 
author of the study, said the decision to test much higher concentrations was guided by 
earlier findings 

                   औ             क         ए            ए    ए    फ                      

                                                                        

 “At the low doses commonly used in clinical practice, nitric oxide mainly acts as a selective 
pulmonary vasodilator,” he said 

           , “                                                                      

          ए                                                ” 

 In 2021, a mouse study by his colleagues “provided the biological rationale for selecting 300 
ppm as the threshold likely required for antimicrobial activity.” 

 2021                          ए  ए ए                  “300     ए                           

  ए                                                         ” 

 To test the approach in a setting mirroring a human ICU, the researchers studied 16 
ventilated pigs with pneumonia caused by multidrug-resistant P. aeruginosa 

       ई                                             ए,        ओ       -              . 

ए                             16             अ                 

 They introduced the bacteria directly into the lungs and afforded the animals intensive care for 
three days 

                         फ फ            औ             त                          

 One-half received short, repeated bursts of inhaled nitric oxide at 300 ppm and the other half 

received standard supportive care alone, sans antibiotics 

                300     ए                          -    ,    -                              

औ                    ए                                         ई 

 The team continuously tracked oxygen levels, lung stiffness, blood pressure, and infection 
markers, and compared how the two groups changed over time 
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                       , फ फ             ,       औ                              औ  

                            ए                     

 The study found that treated animals had 99% lower lung bacterial counts along with better 

oxygenation and lung function 

                                        फ फ                        99% क    ,        

         औ  फ फ                         

 The authors suggested the gas may help restore chemical signalling in the lung disrupted by 
severe infection 

                                                     फ फ                                     

                  

 Prof. Berra said the findings suggest the approach could be relevant to critically ill patients, 
though further testing is required 

   .                                                         ए                                    

  ,             औ                

Promise and limits 

   भ    ए  औ      ए  

 “The animals initially improved, but later their lungs grew stiffer and less able to oxygenate the 
blood while they were still on the gas,” Paul H. Edelstein, professor of pathology and 
laboratory medicine at University of Pennsylvania, said 

                                       औ                         फ        ए . ए          

   , “                            ,                           ए      फ फ                 ए 

औ                                 ए” 

 He added that the harm could have resulted from the toxic effects of nitric oxide, either 
through elevated methemoglobin, which blocks oxygen delivery, or through direct lung injury 

                                क       क          भ                  ,              ए 

                  ए   ,                            ,         फ फ              

 He also questioned the durability of the antimicrobial effects 

                                                    

 Although some bacteria remained, the treated animals had far lower levels of the immune 
chemicals that cause the lungs to swell and fill with fluid, a chain reaction that cuts off oxygen 

                             ,                                                    फ           

फ फ            औ                         ,                                  

 This effect persisted over the first two days, when severe pneumonia typically worsens and 

begins to damage other organs 

                                   ,                                      औ              

                       

 To assess whether the doses could be delivered safely, the researchers conducted a small 
phase 1 study in 10 healthy human volunteers 

                   ए                                           ,        ओ     10         

      क      ए           1 अ         

 Participants inhaled nitric oxide at 300 ppm for 30 minutes, thrice a day for five days 

               300     ए     30        ,               ,                                

         

 Methemoglobin levels rose briefly 

                                 ए     

 The team reported no serious adverse effects 

                ग भ     तक    भ                    

 The group also delivered the high-dose gas to two critically ill ICU patients to test the 

feasibility 

                                ए    ग भ                ई                                
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 The study showed that the treatment could be administered without immediate serious 
complications 

                                                                            

 Even if future trials confirm clinical benefits, practical barriers remain 

                                                 ,                    ए       ई    

 Most hospitals are not equipped to deliver nitric oxide at high concentrations and the process 
requires specialised machinery and trained staff 

                                                    ए                औ                ए 

             औ           फ                   

 “The biggest obstacle would be technical, operational, and monitoring, not biological,” he 

said 

           , “              तक  क ,         औ    ग                 ,           ” 

 Standard systems are capped at 80 ppm and higher doses require continuous monitoring to 
prevent nitrogen dioxide formation and methemoglobin accumulation 

               80     ए                   औ                  ए                   

     औ              क                     ए                             

 For Prof. Edelstein, the work represents an important starting point, but “until researchers can 
show the gas works at non-toxic exposures and delivers lasting benefit, the excitement is 
premature” 

   . ए            ए,        ए                  ,       “                                

          -                         औ                  ,                          ” 

Haematocytes use sleep to help maintain brain health 

                          ए              क      ग 

क त     

 A study in fruit pies suggests one purpose of sleep is to 
remove fats from the brain. 

                ए  ए ए                                 ए       

                      

 When it stayed up, brain cells called cortex glia built up lipid 
droplets. 

                     ,    क                          ओ     

                        ए  

 Scientists found that during deep sleep, circulating immune 
cells in the blood called haemocytes got next to the blood-brain 
barrier, and made contact with glial cells. 

                      ग                                     त    

क   क ए ,                              ,   -                         

औ       क   क                   

 Flies lacking a haematocyte receptor called eater also slept less, had higher metabolic 
stress, poorer memory, and shorter lives. 

               eater                               ,         ई ,                   क त   , 

         त, औ  क            ई  
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Seabird poop helped Chincha Kingdom expand 
in desert 

              क            ग                   क  

             क  

 By analysing isotopes and using carbon dating, 
scientists have found that people in Peru‟s Chincha Valley 
were using seabird droppings by at least 1250 AD 

                   औ  क          ग                         

                                                1250 ई      

             क                         

 The droppings‟ high nitrogen content helped farmers 

raise yields and support larger populations in what was a very 
dry coastal desert 

                                                           औ  

                                                           

 According to the team‟s paper, the droppings thus 
“played an important role in the sociopolitical and economic 

expansion of the Chincha Kingdom and its eventual relationship with the Inca Empire 

                       ,                                     क-      तक औ      क 

            क                                      “                   ई” 

 

There are two ways to build skills using AI tools 

 AI     क      ग क क  क      क  त क    क     त  क     

 The rapid integration of artificial intelligence into the professional landscape has created a 

paradoxical promise: the ability to do more while knowing less. 

                   क                    ए         ए                              :    

       ए                    

 As tools like large language models become ubiquitous in fields ranging from software 
engineering to data analysis, a fundamental question emerges regarding the long-term cost 

of our newfound efficiency. 
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                                               ग                                            

         ,           ई                                ए                      

 A recent study from researchers at Anthropic, titled „How AI Impacts Skill Formation,‟ 

provides a rigorous look into this dilemma. 

 Anthropic           ओ                ए             , „How AI Impacts Skill Formation‟, 

                               

 The researchers studied a group of coders, dividing them into two groups — one with access 
to AI tools and another without — to complete a coding challenge. 

        ओ              ए                   ,                        — ए     AI             

       औ                —         ए                             

 At the end of a 35-minute-long coding challenge, all participants were asked to take a test to 
check their Python programming proficiency. 

 35                                  ,                                     ग   त              ए 

ए                         

 Upon evaluation, the team found that those in the control group scored higher than those in 
the treatment pool, suggesting a stark divide between high-scoring and low-scoring 

interaction patterns. 

           ,                क                                       ,      -    औ     -    

                                        

 It shows that while AI can accelerate the completion of a task, it can simultaneously 

decelerate the mind if used as a substitute rather than a supplement. 

                      AI                                      ,                            

                           ए                                  

 The treatment group path, identified as the low-scoring interaction pattern, is characterised 
by what researchers call cognitive loading. 

                     ,         -अ क                                  ,                      

             क              ग          

 In this scenario, the user treats the AI as a primary agent of execution rather than a 

collaborator. 

            ,           AI                                      ए              

 They delegate the heavy lifting of code generation and debugging to the AI, moving through 

the assignment with deceptive speed. 

    क          औ      ग ग             AI                 औ                               

         

 This group often nishes tasks fast, yet their comprehension of the underlying mechanics 
remains remarkably shallow. 

                                     ,                                               

              

 By bypassing the iterative, often frustrating process of trial and error, they inadvertently skip 

the very neurological “struggle” required for deep learning. 

       औ  ए                 ,                             ,                  

           “     ”                                ए          

 For these individuals, the AI tool serves as a high-tech crutch; they reach the •nish line, but 
their internal “muscle memory” for the skill is never built. 

                ए, AI     ए    ई-  क                 ;                      ,               

  ए             “          ”                       

 This results in quiz scores that plummet when the tool is removed. 

                                  ए                                   

 This contrasts sharply with the high-scoring group whose philosophical approach to AI was 

fundamentally different. 

      -अ क                                    ,       AI                                 

        

 They didn‟t see AI as a replacement for their own logic but as a peer or a senior. 

        AI                                     ,     ए    क                          
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 Instead of asking the AI to “write the code,” they asked conceptual questions. 

 AI    “क        ”                ,              तक          

 They sought explanations for why a particular function is used or requested that the AI break 
down a generated snippet into its component parts. 

                                  ई                                      AI            ए 

 ए                 क भ ग                    

 This group demonstrated a high level of cognitive engagement. 

                   क     त                        

 The study‟s findings suggest that the primary differentiator between these two paths is not the 
amount of manual labour, but the degree of mental involvement. 

                                                              कए गए क               ,     

     क   भ  गत              

 Interestingly, the research noted that even when participants manually retyped code instead 

of copy-pasting it, their learning did not necessarily improve if they weren‟t mentally 
processing the “why” behind the syntax. 

            ,                                    क                                      

             ,                          “   ”                                  

 This highlights a critical trap in the modern workplace: the illusion of competence. 

                     ए                              :   त  क      

 It is possible to be highly productive in the short term by following the low-scoring path of 
delegation, but this leads to a hollowing out of expertise. 

    -अ क   त        ग                                          ,            

                           

 The choice between the two ways of building skills rests on how we value our own expertise. 

                                                                               क        त  

                      

 The low-scoring path is the siren song of immediate results and “vibe coding,” where one 
can produce functional work without a deep grasp of the foundations. 

    -         त             क   क  क ग त औ  “     क    ग”                 ,          

                                            

 The high-scoring path requires more discipline, demanding that we slow down to ask “how” 
and “why” even when a solution is just a prompt away. 

   -              अ                      , औ                             ए                

         “क   ” औ  “   ”            ए      

 To thrive in an AI-augmented world, we must resist the urge to off-load our thinking. 

 AI-      त           फ   -फ          ए,                                                   

      

 By choosing the path of high engagement, we ensure that as the tools around us get 
smarter, we are getting smarter alongside them. 

      भ  गत               ,                              -                                  

       ए ,    भ    क      अ  क        त    ए   
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Toddler trade-off 

           -   

 Why don‟t all animals give birth to the same 
number of babies at a time? 

           ए                                    

             ? 

 The answer is a combination of how many 
eggs are released or ovulated and the species‟ 
survival strategy. 

                                               

               औ               त      क       त 

       

 Many large mammals like elephants, cows, 
and humans usually release one egg per cycle and 
commit heavily to that one in spring. 

     , ग  , औ             ई                     

  त    एक अ             औ      ए    त           

                   

 Pregnancy is long, the baby is relatively big, and the mother invests a lot of energy in 

nurturing it. 

                     ,                          , औ                                           

 Many dogs, cats, pigs, rodents, rabbits, etc. often release multiple eggs in one cycle, so 
multiple embryos can develop at once. 

  ई क   ,        ,   अ , क  तक,   ग           ए           कई अ            ,       ए  

     ई                        

 Their uterus is also built to carry several foetuses. 

      गभ         ई                         ए              

 And their newborns are smaller, the pregnancy is shorter, and the strategy is to produce 
many because not all will survive. 

 औ           त             ,         क  अ              , औ                                

                 त             

 Tigers occupy a middle ground: they typically have litters of up to four cubs because their 
survival in the wild is uncertain, yet they still invest a lot in each cub. 

     ए       ग            :                      क   तक क                                  

     अ    त        ,  फ                क      फ                 

 They don‟t usually have larger litters like dogs because each cub is still „costly‟ to raise and 
needs a lot of milk and protection. 

                                                                             „   ग ‟         

औ                   औ                           
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Polluters must pay to fight climate change, stresses Finance Minister 

     क   क             त           क  क  त   क      ग :          क      

 Polluters must pay to fight climate change, stresses Finance Minister 

                                                      ,                 

 In a panel discussion on climate security at the Munich Security Conference, Nirmala 
Sitharaman calls for differentiated responsibility among countries in the mission to protect the 

planet; she also calls for strong technological cooperation 

                                      ए                        त                          

                                           ;                                           

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, speaking at the Munich Security Conference on 
Saturday, called for differentiated responsibility among countries towards mitigating climate 
change, based on the „polluter pays‟ principle. 

                   त                                              ए „    क भ गत   क  ‟ 

                                                                                             

    

 She also urged countries to share their technologies, on a commercial basis, to fight climate 
change. 

                                                                          ,             

                       

 The Union Minister has on multiple occasions, including around the World Bank – 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) meetings in Washington DC, called for technology 

cooperation. 

                ई          ,            ग                 क – अ त             क   (IMF)    

                           ,                             
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 She has also said that advanced economies that have been historic polluters must contribute 
more towards funding for climate action. 

                                                            ओ                  ई      ए 

                           ए  

 “It cannot be that countries which have less emissions are made to pay equally,” she said, 
calling for differentiated treatment of responsibilities to fight climate change. 

 “                                                          ,                              

  ए,”                                    ए                                            ए      

 “Polluter pays,” she added, during a panel titled, „Degrees of Instability: Climate Security 
in a Warming World‟. 

 “    क भ गत   क  ,”        „                   :                    अ      ग    ‟ 

                          

 While focusing on longer-term climate action, the government also had to focus on a more 
immediate response to how climate change is affecting communities, according to Ms. 
Sitharaman. 

                        ,                        ई                    ए                

                                                                         

 She called for emphasis not just on emissions control but also on resilience and adaptation. 

                                    ,             औ                                     

 “Otherwise, you‟re going to sacrifice a lot of human beings, livestock in our eagerness, which 
is a justified eagerness, to save the climate for the Earth,” she said. 

 “    ,           ए                                   ,                     ,           

          औ                      ,”             

 The Minister said that countries should also be able to work with each other, as she called for 
the sharing of technologies on a commercial basis. 

                         ए -                                      ए,                      

                                               

 Saying India had increased the percentage of GDP spent on climate action over the last six 
years, Ms. Sitharaman argued that the country was not waiting for funds and technology to 
come from elsewhere. 

          ए                                         ई          ए           GDP             

        ,                                             औ                                     

 “But they should come,” she said, adding that funding was going to be even more challenging 
for African countries. 

 “                  ए,”           , औ                           ए         औ          

                         

Fund allocation 

            

 Ms. Sitharaman said the allocations towards environmental programs in the Union Budget 

did not tell the entire story of how much would be spent on projects during the year.  

                         क                                    ए   ए  ए                     

                                   ओ                      ए    

 She was responding to a question on the Union Budget‟s reduction in funds allocated to the 
control of pollution compared to last year and the increase in funding for the „Green India‟ 

mission. 

                                            ए                  औ  „          ‟           ए    

                      ए                       

 While funding for the mission increased from ₹95.7 crore in 2025-26 to ₹212.5 crore for 
2026-27, the allocation for the control of pollution for 2026-27 is around ₹1,091 crore, down 
from a revised estimate of ₹1,300 crore for 2025-26. 

                ए         2025-26    ₹95.7 क            2026-27    ₹212.5 क          , 

     2026-27      ए                            ₹1,091 क      ,    2025-26            

       ₹1,300 क              
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 She described funding as a “dynamic process” with supplementary need-based grants 

potentially being given during the course of the year. 

                   ए  “ग त         ”      ,                          -               

         ए             

 International cooperation on climate change has been shaken since the return of U.S. 
President Donald Trump to the White House in January 2025, with the administration 
reversing U.S. policies on green transition, including pulling America out of the Paris 
Agreement on climate, again. 

       2025                                                                                 

                            ,                                                         , 

                  फ               त                            

 One of the panelists, Sheldon Whitehouse, a U.S. Senator and the highest ranking 

Democrat on the Senate environment committee, criticised the Trump administration. 

         ए     ,                औ                                                  

                                     

 “What this administration is saying about climate change can literally only be put in the 
category of corruption,” Mr. Whitehouse said. 

 “                                               ,                                            

       ,”                     

 He apologised for U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio‟s „climate cult‟ remark made earlier 

on Saturday in Munich saying the remark would not age well.  

                             ए  ए                      क           „         ‟              

  ए   फ        औ                                            

 “The fossil fuel industry has built the largest apparatus of fraudulent misinformation and dark 
money political corruption in the history of the species,” Mr. Whitehouse said. 

 “                             ई                               औ                      

                                  ,”                     

 


